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Allison has dreams
of Olympics call-up
by Hannah Greaves
NEWS REPORTER

A FOUR Oaks swimming coach
could see her Olympic dreams
come true after qualifying as an
‘A-list’ judge.

Allison Pratt, 46, is head coach
for the Great Britain Synchronised
Swimming Squad and has just been
named a Grade A judge by FINA
(Federation Internationale de Na-
tation) – the world governing body
for swimming.

Allison said she is delighted with
her achievement – which could see
her picked to judge Olympic and
world championships.

“I had to be evaluated four times
and get a ‘good’ or ‘very good’ grade
across all four evaluations to be
promoted,” she said.

“It is exciting to think I could be
asked to judge an Olympics or a
world competition. I have judged a
European competition before, but
this is the next step up.”

The mum of two is also a vo-
lunteer coach for Boldmere Swim-
ming Club where her two children
swim.

Club chairman, Keith Munday,
said: “Ali is admired and respected
by the swimmers and adults alike.

“Her contribution to competitive
swimming and synchro swimming
is outstanding, especially in the
manner in which she motivates and
inspires the swimmers.

World Championships and started
teaching after that.

“I have done it for so long it is
part of my life, it would be strange
without it.”

And Allison is now hopeful her
own Olympic dream could still be-
come a reality.

“It would be nice to be asked to go
to the London Olympics, but I have
to keep getting good evaluations up
until that point, so the pressure to
perform well is still on.”
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“Achieving FINA Official A
grade status is a superb achieve-
ment which is well deserved and
reflects her dedication and ability.

“Well done Ali.”
Having started synchronised

swimming at the age of 11, Allison
knows what it takes to be a cham-
pion.

“I was part of the Great Britain
Team and was captain in the 1980s,”
she explained.

“I took part in the European and
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