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Observer Sport

SWIMMING: Phil makes a splash as five pool stars travel for regional championships

70-year-old’s
victory among
the highlights
Badminton

Penny Whittingham claimed a host of medal at the championships. PICTURE BY STEVE HARLOW

Hewitt shines
as butterfly
goes to wire
PHIL Hewitt was the shining
star as Boldmere Swimming
Club took five of its swimmers to
the annual ASA Midland 2009
Age Group Championships in
Coventry last weekend.
Hewitt, Bethany Grant, Steven
Wilson, Matt Hyde and Bradley
Lynch had all met the qualifying
entry times for the event, held at
Coventry Sports Centre’s 50
metre pool.
Competing on both Saturday
and Sunday, they swam in nine
events, with four swimmers finishing in the top five of their age
group, achieving four personal
bests and three club records.
At the end of a long day on
Saturday, in-form Hewitt swam a
fantastic 100m butterfly which
went right to the wire, where he
touched first for the Midlands
title by just 0.17secs.
Hewitt broke his personal best
by 1.5secs in 1.01.66mins which

Swimming
not only set a club record, but is
also a National Youth Qualifying
time for the National ASA
Championships next month. He
also finished fifth on Sunday in
the 100m freestyle, setting another personal best in the process.
Lynch finished fourth in the
13-year 100m fly and broke his
personal best by 1.5secs tby setting a new club record of
1.09.06mins. He then set two further bests in the 100m and 400m
freestyle, slicing a whopping five
and six seconds off his previous
times respectively.
Grant also placed fourth in the
ten-year 100m breaststroke,
where she improved her long
course by five seconds in
1.35.11mins.

Bradley Lynch set a number of personal bests and also broke a
Boldmere club record. PICTURE BY STEVE HARLOW

There was further Boldmere
SC presence and success at the
Championships with 11 club
members representing City of
Birmingham – competing in 43
events, making eight finals, recording 18 personal bests and
setting nine club records.
Dominating her events, Penny
Whittingham won three Midland titles in the 11-yr 200m freestyle, 400m individual medley
and 200m fly setting personal
bests in all three events, the latter in a new club record. She set
a second club record in the 100m
breaststroke where she picked
up a bronze. All her times were
ASA national qualifying times.
Emma Smith won two silver
medals in the 12-year 100m and
400m freestyle, setting personal
bests in both races, while Alice
Dearing picked up a bronze and
a club record in the 12-year 100m
fly with a time of 1.13.40mins.

Above, Boldmere
Swimming Club’s
Phil Hewitt in
action at the
Midlands
Championships in
Coventry. PICTURE
BY STEVE HARLOW

Phil Hewitt with
his Midland
Championship
gold medal.
PICTURE BY STEVE
HARLOW

County call-up for members of rifle and pistol club

Back row (left to right): Aman Bharaj, John Stevens and Raj Bharaj. Seated (left to right):
Richard Brotherton and John Halford. (SI)

SEVERAL members of Sutton Coldfield Rifle and Pistol Club were selected to shoot for Warwickshire in
the Inter County Air Rifle League.
The event is organised by the National Smallbore Rifle Association
and each five-man team fires ten
matches throughout the season,
with each competitor shooting 30
shots per match at a range of 10
metres in the standing position.
The County B team was made up
entirely of Sutton shooters and consisted of John Stevens, Richard
Brotherton, Aman Bharaj, John
Halford and Raj Bharaj.
The team won their first nine
matches and although their gun
score in round ten was enough to
beat their opponents, they were
denied a clean sweep of victories due
to a penalty imposed for an administrative error.
The top average in the team

Shooting
throughout the competition was
John Stevens, with 253.7. The averages of Aman Bharaj ( 238.2 ) and
Raj Bharaj ( 234.7 ) were also very
creditable as they had been shooting
10m Air Rifle for less than six
months.
Two other members of the club,
John Read and David Thompson,
shot in the County A team, which
finished 6th in its division.
Six members of the club recently
travelled to Cambridge to take part
in a match comprising of 60 shots.
Emma Bolton won her class in the
rifle competition with a personal
best score of 512, while Harry Wedgbury finished second in his pistol
competition with 494.
For more information, visit the
website at www.scrapclub.org.uk

THE Wyndley Badminton League has
seen many great games this week,
with all divisions providing competitive action.
In Division Eight, 70-year-old John
Russell put Ian Homer to the sword 2-0,
while David Petts won by the same
scoreline against Mark Stevenson in
Division Seven.
Paul Kerry swept to his 14th win out
of his last 15 games to remain top of
Division Seven when winning 2-0
against Jason Truman.
Tony Cupitt showed his class in a
close 2-1 win against Richard Sharp in
Division Six but the latter recovered
with a brilliant 2-1 win against Matt
Malone.
In Division Five, Mathew Crawford
notched up a super 2-1 win against Del
Maitland, while Mark Bennett won 2-0
against Roger Williams.
Twelve-year-old
Staffordshire
county star Alex Williams pushed Simon Gamble all the way in Division
Four, losing a great game 2-1.
Kevin Dodd won 2-1 against in-form
Phil Nobbs before losing 21-9, 21-17 to
the powerful Adrian Bates.
In Division Two, Mark Thacker was
too strong for Ray Woodford as he
chalked up a 15-9, 15-3 win, while John
Macdonald lost 2-1 to the classy Girish
Gupte in a tremendous Division One
encounter.
July 5 sees the Knockout Cup
Quarter-finals
taking
place
at
Wyndley with the draw pitting Mark
Thacker v Chris Williams, Ray Woodford v Phil Nobbs, Gerry Leighton v
Girish Gupte and Danny Hughes v
Brian Arnold.
In the Plate competition on the same
day, the draw is James Clark v John
Russell, John Cox v Martyn Lodge,
Peter Quinn v David Hodon and Ian
Homer v Jonathan Marston.
The league is still looking for new
members. Visit www.wyndleybadminton.org.uk for further details.

Royal Sutton
have the edge
Athletics
ROYAL Sutton Coldfield AC enjoyed
success in Midlands One of the National Young Athletes League last
weekend. Competing at Solihull, Sutton came out on top by just 1½ points
in the four team competition.
Royal Sutton finished with 321½,
just edging out Grantham with Bromsgrove in third and Sutton in Ashfield
taking fourth.
Nick Pryce was victorious in the
under-17s 200m in a time of 22.60secs
while Stuart McCaw bagged a double
in the 800m and 1,500m.
Kieren Smith won both the 400m
hurdles and 3,000m steeplechase and
also secured a win in the high jump.
In the under-15s section, Sam
Watkins was a winner in the 1,500m
and Ben Topley won the pole vault.
Royal Sutton AC’s boys’ under-15s
4x400m relay were also winners. The
squad was made up of Fleming,
Watkins, Topley and Theo Larcombe.
Tom Wheeler won the under-13s
800m and Alfie McBrien was a victor
in the 1,500m.
Royal Sutton’s girls also impressed
on the day with Megan Stratford bagging a double in the under-17s 100m
and 200m. Kathryn Smith won the
under-17s 300m in 45.7secs and also
took the 400m hurdles.
Lucy Jennings won the under-17s
800m and Charlotte Underhill won the
high jump with a clearance of 1.40m.
Lydia Sergiew won the under-15s
1,500m while, in the under-13s, Georgia
Dodd (800m, long jump and shot),
Molly Rees (1,200m) and Sophie Elger
(70m hurdles) were all victorious.

